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The Mahler Chamber Orchestra (MCO) celebrates its 30th anniversary in 2027. Founded in 1997 by 

its musicians, the MCO has established itself as one of the world’s leading chamber orchestras. 

Working as a “global collective,” its musicians come from around 25 countries and unite for each 

tour or project, guided by a shared philosophy of chamber music dialogue and unanimous 

listening. Inspired by the orchestra’s mentor and longtime partner Claudio Abbado, this approach 

is known as The Sound of Listening . 

In the 2025/2026 season, the MCO reunited with Conductor Laureate Daniel Harding for and 

performed with artists including Artistic Partner  Yuja Wang , Daniil Trifonov, Maxim Emelyanychev, 

Gianandrea Noseda, Igor Levit, Yuja Wang, Joana Mallwitz, Hélène Grimaud, Víkingur Ólafsson 

and Thomas Adès. In January 2026, the Orchestra performed at the Opening Concert of the World 

Economic Forum in Davos with Gr ammy  Award - winner Jon Batiste and violinist Renaud Capuçon.  

In the 2026/27 season, the MCO joins Artistic Partner  Yuja Wang on several tours in Europe and Asia, 

with further highlights including performances with Sir Simon Rattle, Artistic Partner  Augustin 

Hadelich, Yunchan Lim, Alina Ibragimova and Joana Mallwitz.  

The MCO maintains residencies in Berlin and Lucerne and, from 2026 to 2028, succeeds the 

Berlin Philharmonic as orchestra - in- residence at the Baden - Baden Easter Festival . From 2024 to 

2026, it also served as Artistic Director of Musikwoche Hitzacker  with violist and Artistic Partner  

Antoine Tamestit as artist - in-  residence in  2026. 

Beyond the concert stage, the MCO is committed to creating encounters through music, learning 

and creativity. Its Feel the Music  programme introduces music to deaf and hard - of- hearing 

audiences, while the MCO Academy supports the next generation of musicians. School concerts 

explore the theme of “Belonging ” with students around the world.  

The MCO’s performances are regularly broadcast by major media and ARTE. Its 2024 Nimbus 

recording of George Benjamin’s opera Picture a Day Like This won the 2025 Gramophone Award 

for Contemporary Music.   

Together with Artistic Partner for Immersive Experiences  Henrik Oppermann/Schallgeber, the 

MCO also develops XR concert formats, with selected works available through its Mahler 

Chamber Orchestra app for Apple Vision Pro since 2024.  


